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Save the Books – Peer Edit 
SPELLING/GRAMMAR/TENSES/MECHANICS 

EDITOR #1 

□ Using the dictionaries on the table, please circle and correct all misspelled words in the paper. 
 

□ Using the thesauruses on the table, please circle and provide alternatives for all words in the paper that are 
boring or repetitive or too simple. 

 

□ Correct any incorrect or poor grammar in the paper.  Be sure to look for subject-verb agreement (if a subject is 
plural then the corresponding verb should be as well and vice versa for singular subjects/nouns). 

 

□ Check to be sure all sentences are COMPLETE sentences as opposed to simple fragments. 
 

□ Check to be sure all punctuation is correct – this includes commas, colons, semicolons, periods, exclamation 
points (where appropriate), question marks, dialogue punctuation, etc. 

 

□ Check to be sure the ENTIRE story is written in the past tense.  If it isn’t, then correct all instances where the 
past tense is NOT used. 

 

□ What would you rate this paper in terms of punctuation, grammar, and mechanics?  (1=lowest, 5=highest) 
 
   1  2  3  4  5 
 

Editor #1 Signature: _______________________________________ 
 

EDITOR #2 

□ Using the dictionaries on the table, please circle and correct all misspelled words in the paper. 
 

□ Using the thesauruses on the table, please circle and provide alternatives for all words in the paper that are 
boring or repetitive or too simple. 

 

□ Correct any incorrect or poor grammar in the paper.  Be sure to look for subject-verb agreement (if a subject is 
plural then the corresponding verb should be as well and vice versa for singular subjects/nouns). 

 

□ Check to be sure all sentences are COMPLETE sentences as opposed to simple fragments. 
 

□ Check to be sure all punctuation is correct – this includes commas, colons, semicolons, periods, exclamation 
points (where appropriate), question marks, dialogue punctuation, etc. 

 

□ Check to be sure the ENTIRE story is written in the past tense.  If it isn’t, then correct all instances where the 
past tense is NOT used. 

 

□ What would you rate this paper in terms of punctuation, grammar, and mechanics?  (1=lowest, 5=highest) 
 
   1  2  3  4  5 
 

Editor #2 Signature: _______________________________________
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Save the Books – Peer Edit 
1st PERSON (I vs. me)/DIALOGUE 

EDITOR #1 
Step 1: Please read the entire story and look for any instances of dialogue… 

 

1. Does the story include dialogue?       Yes  No 
If not, add dialogue to the story. 
 

2. Can the dialogue be improved to make the story more interesting?     Yes  No 
If so, add to or change the dialogue to make it more interesting and exciting. 
 

3. CHECK DIALOGUE PUNCTUATION AND TAGS – CORRECT ALL MISTAKES 
 
STEP 2: Please carefully read the entire story and look for all instances when “I” and “me” are used… 

4. Use the I vs. me “cheat” method to determine whether I and me are used correctly throughout the story.   
If not, please correct all mistakes. 

 
STEP 3: Please write one positive comment below about the writer’s use of dialogue (you can refer to the actual 
conversations that take place or the use of dialogue punctuation)… 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor #1 Signature: _______________________________________ 
 

EDITOR #2 
Step 1: Please read the entire story and look for any instances of dialogue… 

 

1. Does the story include dialogue?       Yes  No 
If not, add dialogue to the story. 
 

2. Can the dialogue be improved to make the story more interesting?     Yes  No 
If so, add to or change the dialogue to make it more interesting and exciting. 
 

3. CHECK DIALOGUE PUNCTUATION AND TAGS – CORRECT ALL MISTAKES 
 
STEP 2: Please carefully read the entire story and look for all instances when “I” and “me” are used… 

4. Use the I vs. me “cheat” method to determine whether I and me are used correctly throughout the story.   
If not, please correct all mistakes. 

 
STEP 3: Please write one positive comment below about the writer’s use of dialogue (you can refer to the actual 
conversations that take place or the use of dialogue punctuation)… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor #2 Signature: _______________________________________ 



Writer’s Name: _______________________________________ 

Save the Books – Peer Edit 
CONCLUSION/OVERALL STORY 

EDITOR #1 
Step 1:  Please read the entire story and focus on the sequence of events… 

1. Is there a clear beginning, middle, and end to the story?     Yes  No 
If not, discuss with the writer about what needs to be corrected or improved. 
 

2. Is the overall story interesting and does it keep your interest from beginning to end? Yes  No 
If not, have a conversation with the writer about what could be improved.  Remember,  
these books will be put in school libraries for students and teachers to read. 
 

Step 2:  Now that you’ve read the entire story, focus on the conclusion… 
3. Does the conclusion bring the whole story to a solid and convincing end?  Yes  No 

If not, discuss with the writer about what needs to be corrected or improved. 
 

4. Does the story end with a reflection or reaction from the writer to the reader?  Yes  No 
If not, write a reflection or reaction on the story that could be used. 
 

5. Is the reflection or reaction a good finale to the story?     Yes  No 
If it is, please explain why below.  If it isn’t, please explain why below. 

 
 
 
 
 

Editor #1 Signature: _______________________________________ 

EDITOR #2 
Step 1:  Please read the entire story and focus on the sequence of events… 

1. Is there a clear beginning, middle, and end to the story?     Yes  No 
If not, discuss with the writer about what needs to be corrected or improved. 
 

2. Is the overall story interesting and does it keep your interest from beginning to end? Yes  No 
If not, have a conversation with the writer about what could be improved.  Remember,  
these books will be put in school libraries for students and teachers to read. 
 

Step 2:  Now that you’ve read the entire story, focus on the conclusion… 
3. Does the conclusion bring the whole story to a solid and convincing end?  Yes  No 

If not, discuss with the writer about what needs to be corrected or improved. 
 

4. Does the story end with a  reflection or reaction from the writer to the reader?  Yes  No 
If not, write a reflection or reaction on the story that could be used. 
 

5. Is the reflection or reaction a good finale to the story?     Yes  No 
If it is, please explain why below.  If it isn’t, please explain why below. 

 
 
 
 

Editor #2 Signature: _______________________________________ 



Writer’s Name: _______________________________________ 

Save the Books – Peer Edit 
PARAGRAPHING/OVERALL LENGTH 

EDITOR #1 

Step 1:  Because these stories are going to be turned into books, it’s important that the writer’s 
paragraphs aren’t too long (usually paragraphs don’t go onto multiple pages in a book) and it’s 
important that the story is a decent length to be turned into a book. Please mark a check for the 
following as you edit: 
 

□ Is a new paragraph started EVERY TIME the story moves to a new scene, a new person speaks, 
or a new topic is discussed?  If not, please mark directly on the story where new paragraphs 
should be started using the paragraph symbol  

 

□ Does the story appear to be an appropriate length for being turned into a book that will consist 
of EIGHT typed pages and EIGHT illustrated pages?  If the story seems too short, discuss 
directly with the writer what he/she could do to make the story longer and better for being 
published in book form.  If the story seems too long, discuss with the writer the information 
that you think could be removed or consolidated.   

 

 
Editor #1 Signature: _______________________________________ 

 

EDITOR #2 

Step 1:  Because these stories are going to be turned into books, it’s important that the writer’s 
paragraphs aren’t too long (usually paragraphs don’t go onto multiple pages in a book) and it’s 
important that the story is a decent length to be turned into a book. Please mark a check for the 
following as you edit: 
 

□ Is a new paragraph started EVERY TIME the story moves to a new scene, a new person speaks, 
or a new topic is discussed?  If not, please mark directly on the story where new paragraphs 
should be started using the paragraph symbol  

 

□ Does the story appear to be an appropriate length for being turned into a book that will consist 
of EIGHT typed pages and EIGHT illustrated pages?  If the story seems too short, discuss 
directly with the writer what he/she could do to make the story longer and better for being 
published in book form.  If the story seems too long, discuss with the writer the information 
that you think could be removed or consolidated.   

 

 

 
Editor #2 Signature: _______________________________________ 



Writer’s Name: _______________________________________ 

Save the Books – Peer Edit 
CATCHY HOOK/METAPHOR/SIMILE/DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE/VIVID VOCABULARY 

EDITOR #1 
Please check to be sure the story you’re reading includes the following according to the guidelines listed on your rubric 
in the PRACTITIONER column.  If any of the items below are not in the story, please make a note of it on this sheet and 
figure out a way to include them in the story (put them directly in the story): 

□ Includes at least one CREATIVE simile and one CREATIVE metaphor 

□ Includes descriptive language with good adjectives.  Please list 3 strong adjectives (descriptive words) below: 
o    

o      

o     

□ Includes vivid vocabulary that allows the reader to see, hear, taste, smell, or touch what the narrator is.  Please 
list 3 examples of vivid vocabulary in the story that relates to the senses: 

o     

o     

o     

□ The story has a catchy hook that captures the interest of the reader.  Please explain below how or why the hook 
is catchy or interesting:  

 

 

 

 

Editor #1 Signature: _______________________________________ 
EDITOR #2 
Please check to be sure the story you’re reading includes the following according to the guidelines listed on your rubric 
in the PRACTITIONER column.  If any of the items below are not in the story, please…: 
 

□ Includes at least one CREATIVE simile and one CREATIVE metaphor 

□ Includes descriptive language with good adjectives.  Please list 3 strong adjectives (descriptive words) below: 
o    

o      

o     

□ Includes vivid vocabulary that allows the reader to see, hear, taste, smell, or touch what the narrator is.  Please 
list 3 examples of vivid vocabulary in the story that relates to the senses: 

o     

o     

o     

□ The story has a catchy hook that captures the interest of the reader.  Please explain below how or why the hook 
is catchy or interesting:  

 

 

 

 

Editor #2 Signature: _______________________________________ 


